December 2016

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,
On behalf of Sir Edgar Bauer Catholic Elementary School Staff, I would like to wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. It is our hope that you enjoy a blessed, safe and relaxing
Christmas Season with your family and friends.
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Again this year during Advent, divisions will have the opportunity to participate in weekly Advent
celebrations in the foyer.
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There is information regarding Advent Penitential Services and Christmas and New Year’s masses
at St. Michael’s; visit www.stmichaelw.ca for more information.
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Thank you to those families who came out and joined us for the Beat Breakfast on November 8th
and to those who came to our ESQ Family Science Night on November 17th. Thanks to School
Council for organizing this evening.
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Please take some time to read about some of the important happenings taking place in the S.E.B.
community this month, including: our support of Marillac Place, our Advent mass, and our early
years and primary Christmas concert at the school.

Yours in Christ,
Ms. K. Peace
Principal

Candy Grams
Candy Grams will be for sale again this year the week of December 12—December 16
2016. Delivery will be the week of December 19th. Candy canes will cost 50 cents. All
proceeds will go to Nutrition for Learning.

From the SEB Learning Commons...
Free e-books available
We are now offering free ebooks and audiobooks
through TumbleCloud Jr. and Capstone Publishing,
suitable for students in grades 3-8.
These books can be accessed from our main
library page at http://vlcguides.wcdsb.ca/
sebrlibrarymain/frontpage under the Ebooks
section.
Students accessing these from school will not
need a password, but students accessing from
home will need a login and password available from
Mr. Fox.

Book Suggestions
Students or parents with suggestions on books to
purchase for our library can easily complete the
form at: http://goo.gl/forms/RQiFMJ7u2L
These suggestions will then be automatically sent
to me and I will consider them for purchase next
that time I place an order. Please note that not all
suggested book can be purchased, but I’ll do what I
can within the limits of budgets and purchasing
guidelines!

Book Exchanges over Christmas Break
This year we will continue to have book exchanges
right up and over the Christmas break, so students will
be allowed to borrow books over the holidays. If you
will be travelling, or don't want your child to borrow
books over the break, that's fine as well. Parents can
let me know this by clicking
http://goo.gl/forms/M6FKyiggFK or letting their child
know not to choose a book that week. Thanks!

Blue Spruce Reading Program
Our Primary students will begin reading their Blue
Spruce books in January. These books are a part of
the Ontario Library Association’s Forest of Reading
Program, in which students will read or listen to ten
books and then vote for their favourite. Schools
and libraries across Ontario will read the same
books, written by Canadian authors and published
this year, and in May, all votes will be counted and
winners will be announced.
Our ten nominated books for 2017 are: The Artist
and Me (by Shane Peacock, Illustrated by Sophie
Casson), Good Little Book (by Kyo Maclear, Illustrated by Marion Arbona), Harry & Walter (by
Kathy Stinson, Illustrated by Qin Leng), If I Had
a Gryphon (by Vikki Vansickle, Illustrated by Cale
Atkinson), InvisiBill (by Maureen Fergus, Illustrated
by Dušan Petričić) , Night Gardener (by Eric Fan
and Terry Fan), Snap! (by Hazel Hutchins, Illustrated by Dušan Petričić), Sometimes I Feel Like a
Fox (by Danielle Daniel), Stanley
at School (by Linda Bailey, Illustrated by Bill Slavin), and The
Wolf-Birds (by Willow Dawson).
It looks like a great batch of
books and I look forward to
sharing them with our students.

Follow us on Twitter!
Sir Edgar Bauer School Library is on Twitter –
follow our feed at https://twitter.com/
@sebrlibrary for our latest news and updates
which I will continue to post throughout the year.

Season’s Greetings!
Best wishes for a healthy and rejuvenating
break, and we look forward to seeing you
back in our Learning Commons
in January!

From the Library...
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INCLEMENT WEATHER
Winter Weather Update
When we experience cold weather throughout the year families often have many questions. In
light of this we are informing the community of the policy that is followed when deciding to keep
students indoors for winter. Students will remain inside when temperatures, including wind chill,
are at or below –20°C. Otherwise all students will go outside for recesses and lunches. Students
must dress for the weather and be prepared to be outside before school, during the two 15 minute
recess and the 40 minute lunch break. Please check the weather each day before students are sent
to school and ensure that they are coming to school dressed to go outside every day.
In the event of severe weather, please listen to the local radio stations for school closure or bus
cancellation information beginning at 6:00 a.m. Announcements are made approximately every
quarter hour. Additionally, all cancellation updates can be found on the WCDSB website (http://
www.wcdsb.ca/), under the Cancellations & Delays tab.

DATES TO REMEMBER
December 2—School Mass @ 1:00 pm @ St. Michael’s Parish
December 6—9-10 am Carizon Coffee Connections
December 9—PD Day
December 12-16—Candy grams for sale
December 13—Grades 2 and 2/3 to Laurel Creek
December 16—Twin Day, Pita Pit day
December 16—Intermediate Dance PM
December 21—Primary Christmas Concert @ 1:30 pm
December 23—Christmas Colours Day
December 23—Virtue of the month assembly AM

CHRISTMAS SHARING PROJECT - 2016
For over thirty years, St. Michael’s Parish has supported local social service agencies with the St. Michael’s
Christmas Sharing Project. Since 2011, Sir Edgar Bauer School participated in the project by gathering gift
items and day-to-day supplies for the residents of Marillac Place, a Special Works Conference of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul. The response by the SEB community was generous and very much appreciated. Thank you.

As you may recall, Marillac Place provides a safe home for women between the ages of sixteen to twentyfive who are pregnant, or who have a child in their care, or who are attempting to regain care of their
child. Mothers who come to Marillac Place receive 24 hour guidance and support, continue their
education and are enabled with the life-skills they need to care for themselves and their child. Mothers
are permitted to stay at Marillac Place for up to 12 months. Marillac Place can accommodate children up
to 24 months.
These women have very ordinary yet very difficult wish lists – to learn
the skills to be good moms, to complete their education, to find a safe
place to live, to reunite with families and hope for a brighter future.
The material gifts we share at Christmas make their everyday lives a
little easier and let them know that others do care.
Once again this year, each classroom at Sir Edgar Bauer School will be supplied with a list of suggested
gift items for a specific mother and, if applicable, her child(ren). As well, the list will include everyday
items such as soap, shampoo etc. It is hoped that the students and their families will help fill their
classroom’s gift bag. The young women treasure words and stories of hope so Christmas cards with
messages of encouragement are welcomed too.

These gifts will be collected at Sir Edgar Bauer School beginning the week of November 28th to December
15th. Delivery to Marillac Place will take place after December 15th in time for Christmas.

Please pray for the young women and children at Marillac
Place
Marillac Place and St. Michael’s Parish thank all the members of the Sir Edgar Bauer School Community
for supporting the 2016 Christmas Sharing Project.
"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in."

Matthew 25:35

Healthy, Active Living Fit Bit
Healthy Holiday Celebrations!
December 2016
Holiday celebrations allow schools the opportunity to make nutritious foods taste
great. They also provide an opportunity for students to learn about healthy eating. With a
little creativity, you can help students practice what they know about healthy eating and
Canada’s Food Guide during the holiday celebrations!
Shift the focus from food to fun!
 Have a tasting party where kids can vote which healthy foods they would like to have.
Including kids in the decision making may enhance their acceptance of healthy foods at
celebrations
Ask parents to bring things like games, crafts and other fun activity items instead of food
Food Ideas
Use nature’s colours to your advantage! There are a ton of vegetables to match the colours
of the season.
 Create a Christmas tree out of broccoli and various veggies as tree ornaments
 Use carrot sticks as a representation of Hanukah candles
 Make fruit kabobs, alternating green and red grapes, or green and red apple pieces
 Decorate mini bagel holiday ornaments with colourful veggies cut in a variety of shapes
 Cut fruit into the shape of snowflakes (repurpose the cookie cutters!)

Council Corner – December 2016
Happy December everyone! We’ve had a great first half of the school year – rich with activities and
events that foster this wonderful school community at SEB. We wish all of you a safe and peaceful
holiday season!
We have been busy this fall with all sorts of events and fundraising initiatives. Below is an update
about where we’re at so far for the 2016/2017 school year.
Fundraising Facts:
All fundraisers and evening events for SEB are run by parent volunteers
The School Board limits schools to one fundraising initiative per year (for proceeds that are going
toward the school). This is why we grouped together the Spook-a-thon and Pepperette sales –
in order to maximize our fundraising reach.
We can get special permission to host a 2nd fundraising event if the school has a major initiative to
fund like the playground replacement project.
We have received permission to run another fundraiser in the spring – more details to follow in
2017.
Thank you for your support!
Fundraising numbers are looking good for this year. Money goes towards funding community-building
events as well as buses to school retreats. Here’s a breakdown of our fundraising totals – thanks to
everyone who contributed to the effort!
Spook-a-thon: $3517

Congratulations to the students in Ms. Scanga, Mdlle Collins, Ms. Delangis, Mme Nelson & Mr.
Sine’s classes for winning popcorn parties for funds raised!

Pepperette Sales: $3282
ESQ Night
Close to 130 people attended the ESQ night in November. Parents and students alike enjoyed a
variety of science demonstrations and hands-on activities. Thanks to all who attended and for those
parents who helped to organized a great night! Special congratulations to Mdlle. Collin’s class for
winning a class party – they can expect a visit from ESQ in the New Year.

Playground Replacement Project:
The committee continues to meet monthly and is gearing up for some exciting fundraising
opportunities in the New Year. A goal has been set to raise $45,000 and to have the new playground
installed by September of 2018. Stay tuned for more information in the coming months!
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Did you know?
Listed below is a primary mathematics
sample question from 2015-2016. Students were not permitted to use
calculators or manipulatives in order to solve this question.

What is 79 + 22? ●
91
● 101

● 191
● 911

Primary Christmas Concert
The primary grades (JK—3) will be putting on a Christmas
Concert on Wednesday December 21, 2016 @ 1:30 pm. We will be
accepting donations to Nutrition for Learning.
Parents choosing to take their children with
them after the play may do so by picking them
up from their classroom, and signing them out
in their classroom.
Please come and hear them sing!

In celebration of Christmas, December 23rd is Christmas Colours Day! Wear
your favourite Christmas colours clothing, on a hat, as earrings, as a necklace...Get
creative.

NO NUTS, PLEASE!

Christmas is fast approaching! We have a number of students at Sir Edgar Bauer who have peanut and nut
allergies. Friday December 23rd is a food exemption day. We ask you to be extra careful in checking labels and
avoid sending any Christmas treats to school that may contain peanut or nut products. This is a life threatening
situation for those children. Thank you once again by showing your care and concern for all children by helping
to provide a safe learning environment.

NOTICE TO PARENTS
Our lost and found will be on display from December 12 to December 23 in the
front hallway. Please come and have a look to see if your children have any lost
items on the tables. Thank you.

NUTRITION FOR LEARNING
Please note, that there will be no snacks offered through Nutrition for Learning from
January 9th to the 20th.

Attention!!
SEB would like your gently used children’s running shoes. Please bring the
shoes to the office. Thank you in advance.

Snow and Cold Weather
We have reminded all students that snowball throwing is NOT ACCEPTABLE as it can lead to
injury, especially facial or eye injuries. Please reinforce this safety guideline with your children. We
also ask your cooperation in reviewing with your children the need to be respectful of each other
outside on the playground. This includes NOT destroying any snow forts that may be built by other
students during recess times. The students at Sir Edgar Bauer have all been told that no one owns
the snow or the snow creations. God has given us this beautiful white powder to be shared and
enjoyed by all.

Our next Living with Loss Group takes place:
Date: Tuesday December 6, 2016
Time: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Location: Westmount Memorial Celebration Centre - 1001 Ottawa Street South, Kitchener
Date: Tuesday December 6, 2016
Time: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Location: Langs - 1145 Concession Road, Cambridge
Date: Wednesday December 7, 2016
Time: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Location: Birmingham Retirement Community - 356A Birmingham Street East, Mount Forest
TOPIC: COPING WITH THE HOLIDAYS
For resources related to this group's theme, please click here.

Please Note: If Living with Loss needs to be cancelled due to inclement weather, the office voicemail will indicate the
cancellation by 4 pm. Notifications will also be posted on BFO's Facebook and Twitter accounts. If you are on our mailing list,
you will also receive an email indicating the cancellation.
Living with Loss is an open peer support group for adults who have experienced the death of a loved one. It runs in Kitchener on
the first and third Tuesday of each month at the Westmount Memorial Celebration Centre, in Cambridge on the first Tuesday of
each month at Langs, and in Mount Forest on the first Wednesday of the month at the Birmingham Retirement Community.

For upcoming dates and topics, please click here.

If you would like more information, please contact the office at 519-603-0196 or email support@bfomidwest.org.

